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PETARO – FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO GOLDEN AGE 
 

Commodore (R) Mirza Ashfaque Beg SI (M), kit no. 69/Liaquat 
 
Origin & Development  
 
On 25 August 1957, the town of Mirpurkhas, my home town awakened to the reality 
that it had a Cadet College. Suddenly, almost without warning, it had happened. Mr A 
M Nizamani, Director of Education Hyderabad Region, who is the founding father of 
Cadet College was given less than 10 weeks notice in June 1957 by the Government 
of West Pakistan to start a Cadet College from scratch. Although the idea of 
establishing a Cadet College in the province of Sindh was approved in 1954. Mr 
Nizamani had to literally run from pillar to post to find a place, find suitable boys to 
start the college, a principal and staff to run this institution. Mr Nizamani had to travel 
and stay at Cadet College Hasan Abdal and Lawrence College Ghora Gali to learn 
first hand the uniqueness of this type of educational institution. The college was 
temporarily started in the newly constructed Primary Teachers Training School at 
Mirpurkhas on 25 August 1957. This building today houses Shah Abdul Latif 
Government College. The corner stone ceremony of Petaro Campus was held on 16 
January 1959 and the college started functioning at Petaro in August 1959. 
 
Mr Nizamani writing for the first issue of ‘The Cadet’ writes about the difficulties he 
encountered in selecting first batch of 30 cadets, “My greatest anxiety was to get the 
desired number of Cadets. This was, by no means an easy task, for our people not 
being military-minded had great apprehensions and misgivings. In order to bring 
home to the parents, the benefits of military training and of equipping their children 
with moral armour, healthy habits, robust physique and with the mind and qualities of 
leadership so essential for the young and rising Nation. I had had to undertake an 
extensive tour of the region, and I am glad to acknowledge that my sincere efforts did 
wear a lovely face, as I was successful in my mission of molding the public opinion in 
favour of the Cadet College. Accordingly, after going through all the preliminaries we 
selected 30 cadets out of the 90 candidates who presented themselves for the 
interview. I must express my thanks to the parents of the first batch and the batch 
itself, but for whose co-operation, the scheme might have fallen through”. 
 
Col. Coombes’ Vision 
 
Mr. Muhammad Hasnain was the In Charge (Acting) Principal of Cadet College furing 
the initial 6-7 months. Col. JHH Coombes took over as Principal on 20 March 1958. 
Col Coombes MA Oxford was an eminent educationist in the field of this type of 
education and the college progressed remarkably under him up to 1967. The 
objectives of establishing a Cadet College were clear to him i.e. to produce future 
leaders from Sindh for Pakistan. Col JHH Coombes while writing for the first issue of 
‘The Cadet’ writes “The boys must develop along three lines: mental, moral and 
manual they must learn the concept of service to others by engaging in such 
activities as First Aid and Life Saving: they must learn to organize and administer; not 
to be daunted by frustrations by carrying difficult tasks in teams under supervision 
this can be developed initially in scouting. They must learn the need for international 
co-operation; hence they must study something about the problems which face us in 
the world. I hope that in the future they may be able to visit other countries and also 
be hosts to cadets from other countries at PETARO and so develop an international 
sense early in life. All this needs much planning and much help and encouragement 
from the present leaders of our country Pakistan. We submit our ideals to Allah from 
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these modest beginnings and trust that by developing the best that is in us, we may 
achieve these ideals and send out from our college, some men who will add to the 
prestige of Pakistan amongst the nations of the world”. 
 
Message from Mr Muhammad Ayub Khuhro – Minister of Defence 
 
It will not be out of place to re-produce the text of message for the first issue of ‘The 
Cadet’ from Mr Muhammad Ayub Khuhro – the federal minister of Defence at the 
time and an eminent political leader of Sindh: “I am very happy to see the 
Government Cadet college Mirpurkhas flourishing. I was personally and deeply 
interested in its establishment. I hope the people of former province of Sindh – 
particularly those from Khairpur and Hyderabad divisions, with take full advantage of 
this institution started for their benefit. I have every hope that will run as successfully 
as the one we have in Hasan Abdal in the northern part of West Pakistan, and in the 
subcontinent at Dehra Dun. I would appeal to all patriotic citizens of the country to 
send their sons to this institution to receive the best and most useful education and 
thus be fully prepared for the defence of our country – Pakistan. 
 
Petaro Campus  
 
Petaro is situated at a distance of 27 kilometers from Hyderabad and  barely 13 
kilometers from Jamshoro on the right bank of River Indus on Hyderabad – Dadu – 
Quetta highway. It is connected with Kotri and Hyderabad by rail and road. It is a self 
contained community with a population of over 4000 in a blooming oasis of orchards, 
farms, green playing fields. This has grown from nothing in January 1959 when 
foundation stone was laid by federal minister of education Mr Habib-ur-Rahman. 
Cadet College Petaro was originally designed to accommodate 300 cadets but since 
has grown almost three times with the number of cadets on current year’s rolls are 
877 (Jan 2007). Cadets are accommodated in seven houses i.e. Jinnah, Liaquat 
Latif, Ayub, Iqbal, Qasim & Shahbaz. This is supported with a academic staff of over 
60 and military staff of about 30. The support staff numbers about 400 and the 
campus area originally designed for 300 acres now covers an area of 729 acres. 
 
The major facilities at PETARO include swimming pool, squash and tennis courts, 
playing fields for football, hockey and a modern BCCP-constructed cricket pitch, 
gymnasium and one of the oldest Riding Clubs in Southern Pakistan. The sailing club 
of PETARO at River Indus has produced large number of sailors e.g. Munir Sadiq 
and Mamun Sadiq both brothers brought Gold and Silver medals in Asian Games in 
1986 and 1990. A most modern mosque to accommodate over 2000 is also being 
inaugurated as part of Golden Jubilee celebration. The mosque has been 
constructed by a philanthropist of Karachi. 
 
Illustrious Coterie – Principals at Cadet College Petaro 

 
Cadet College Petaro enters 50th year of its establishment this year (2007) and has 
attained a status of ‘Golden Age’ or ‘The Golden Jubilee year’. During these 50 years 
PETARO had 9 principals at the helm of its affairs. Most of them have contributed to 
the development of this institution to its present status. This illustrious Coterie 
includes Col. J.H.H Coombes, Commander Firoz Shah, Mr Syed Shaida Azim, 
Captain Shukruddin, Commander M Asrarullah, Captain Muhammad Amin Khan, 
Captain Sajjad Illahi Malik, Commodore Syed Qamar Raza and present incumbent 
Commodore M Abid Saleem. It is a matter of immense pride and joy for all 
PETARIANS that during the ‘Golden Jubilee year’, Commodore M Abid Saleem who 
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is himself the product of PETARO is at the helm of affairs as Commandant & 
Principal of Cadet College PETARO. 
 
Educational Eminence – Hallmark of Petaro 

 
Petaro had a disastrous start when first batch of cadets appeared in matriculation 
examinations in 1960. The story of eminence in educational achievement begins in 
the year 1963 when two cadets from second batch attained 1st and 2nd positions in 
the entire province of Sindh in FSc examination. Cadet College PETARO has never 
looked back since that eventful year. The eminence in educational achievements by 
cadets of this institution has shown remarkable performance each year. In the year 
2006 the cadets of PETARO obtained first ten positions in FSc examinations of 
Engineering and Pre-medical groups while 90% of the remaining cadets obtained A+ 
grade i.e. 80% and more. 
 
Petarians Enter Life’s Arena 

 
During the last 50 years of its existence about 7,200 Cadets left this institution. Some 
of the milestones attained by the PETARIANS are: 
 

• PETARIANS have gained eminence in every field – armed forces, 
government, police, foreign service, private business, technology, 
medicine, sports, education, media etc. 

 

• Petarians have created a wonderful brotherhood between themselves – 
and have generally worked towards the good of Pakistan. 

 

• About 5% of the PETARIAN ALUMINAE have by grace of ALLAH attained 
positions of eminence in our national life. A glimpse at the table given 
below will give every PETARIAN a sense of genuine pride and happiness 
in this Golden Jubilee Year. 

 
FIELD MINIMUM RANK / GRADE NO OF 

PETARIANS 

Airlines Captain 20 
Business  CEO/MD 151 
Education Founder / Professor 36 
Entertainment Famous Artist 1 
Foreign Service Counselor  7 
Media / Publication Editor / Author 8 
Elected Reps MNAs / MPAs / Ministers 17 
Army Brigadier / Maj.Gen. / Lt.Gen. 34 
Navy Commodore / Rear Admiral  45 
Air Force Air Commodore 7 
Police DIG 9 
Govt. Service Joint Secretary / Secretary 19 
Sports National Team 6 

   
• PETARIAN Directories are being published since last seven years. These 

have been a great source of enhancing Petarian brotherhood. Two 
editions have already been published under the auspices of PETARIAN 
ASSOCIATION during the last seven years and the golden jubilee edition 
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is being published to celebrate this event. We have been able to know the 
whereabouts of about 85% Petarians.  

• Around 6,275 Petarians have passed out from the college to date, while 
nearly 880 are still studying there. Of those who have passed out, the 
approximate professional breakup of these PETARIANS is an interesting 
data and is tabulated below: 

 
Army 8.0 % 
Navy 6.4 % 
Air Force 2.4 % 
Senior Management 5.6 % 
Engineers 17.0 % 
Doctors 9.0 % 
I.T. 3.7 % 
Other Private Service 17.3 % 
Bureaucrats / Govt. Service 8.0 % 
Zamindar 2.1 % 
Merchant Navy 1.5 % 
Airlines 1.4 % 
Education 1.7 % 
Police 1.0 % 
Commerce / Banks / Finance  1.6 % 
Foreign Service 0.3 % 
Politics  0.2 % 
Students pursuing Higher Education – Home & Abroad 12.8 % 

 
• Around 11% PETARIANS are resident abroad and the largest 

concentration is in USA and Canada (6.2%) whereas almost every 
continent and major world cities have Petarian residents. 

 
Role of Petarian Association 
 
This premier body of PETARIANS has played a major role in bringing Petarians 
together, helping PETARO in many ways to improve facilities, motivating government 
departments for the allocations of additional grants and funds for the construction of 
dinning hall, stadiums etc. Petarian Association was registered in February 1982 and 
incidentally the year 2007 is the Silver Jubilee year of PETARIAN ASSOCIATION. 
The Commander Karachi who is Chairman of the Board of Governors of Cadet 
College Petaro has provided office space in the premises of PN Fleet Club in Saddar 
Karachi. Major activity of Petarian Association is holding social gatherings i.e. 
Musical evenings, dinners picnics and sports activities. Petarian Association 
celebrated its Silver Jubilee by holding dinner and musical evening at Bahria 
Auditorium in early January 2007. 
 
Petarian Vision for the Future 
 
Cadet College Petaro has contributed immensely to its nearly 7,200 pupils who have 
passed through or are still studying at this institution of excellence. It is time that 
Petarians play their role in improving our country Pakistan. A vision was adopted in a 
First Convention of Petarians with the theme of ‘PETARIANS FOR PAKISTAN’ 
(organized by the Petarian Foundation) held at PETARO in December 2004. The 
vision stated as follows: 
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‘Petarians to become the prime driving force in building Pakistan into a great nation 
and a powerful nation within our life time – a Pakistan full of faith in our Lord and 
Master Allah, devoid of poverty, with every person enjoying a good standard of living, 
the highest standard of education and health care, a hard working nation, an efficient 
and productive people quality conscious country, a leader of nations. 
 
Petarian Foundation  
 
The Petarian Foundation was registered on 15 Dec 2003 under the Societies Act of 
1860. While the general aims and objects of the Foundation are broad, the main 
focus of the foundation is to serve Pakistan through service to PETARO and 
PETARIANS. It is non – political and non-commercial organization. The foundation 
was born out of a desire of a number of PETARIANS who recognize the great 
contribution of our nation and of the college on their lives and to “contribute back” to 
Pakistan and Cadet College Petaro.   

 
Initially, it was thought that the ideal solution should be to start the concept under the 
aegis of Petarian Association. However, a deliberations by the Managing Committee 
of Petarian Association and a resolution of the AGM held in 2000, a sub-committee 
headed by Commodore M Ashfaque Beg was formed which after detailed 
deliberations ruled on 9 Oct 2000 that the Foundation should be created independent 
of the Association. 
 
Contribution of Petarian Foundation for Petaro and Pakistan  
 
Since its inception Petarian Foundation has made major contribution to Petaro and 
Pakistan in the following areas: 
 

• Petarian Convention held at Petaro in Dec 2004. This has been covered 
in the earlier paragraphs. 

 

• Scholarships for cadets of Petaro. Starting with 6 scholarships in 2004-
2005, the number of scholarships being given is 15 this year. 

 
• Scholarships for ex-cadets of Petaro for higher studies at medical and 

engineering universities. 
 

• Teachers Training – the first interactive workshop was held at Islamabad 
for all teachers of Petaro on July 24-31, 2005. Since the summer of 2006, 
an ongoing program for English language training for all teachers is being 
conducted at Petaro. Further training of Petaro teachers has also been 
organized at Aga Khan Training Center at Karachi. 

 
• Haj sponsorship for one employee of Cadet College Petaro. 

 

• Earthquake relief camp was held at District Bagh during October 2005 
earthquake. Foundation distributed over 1500 tents and 4000 blankets / 
quilts besides food and other eatables. An average of 5 doctors remained 
on duty during first 4 weeks to provide medical relief. 

 

• Basic Health Unit at Bagh – Foundation provided services of 2-3 fulltime 
doctors for a period of 10 months. 
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• Sarbuland Village Project. A village has been built near Bagh. Over 100 
homes have been built and allotted. The village includes a basic health 
unit, a children’s school and a vocational training center for women. 

 
Epilogue 
 
It may be stated that Mr Nizamani the founding father and Col. Coombes who nursed 
Petaro for almost a decade are not alive today but as long as Cadet College Petaro 
is progressing and the Petarians as responsible citizens are contributing to the well 
being of this beautiful country Pakistan – their souls will rest in eternal peace. The 
story of cadet College Petaro cannot be told without mentioning both of them. This 
institution is a testimony of their selfless devotion. 


